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WAKE FOREST COLLEGE
SCHOOL OF LAW

WAKE FOREST, NORTH CAROLINA

January 30, 195.3

Miss Mary w. Oliver, President
Carolinas Chapter
American Association of Law Libraries
Law Library
University or North Carolina School of Law
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Dear Mary:
It occurs to me now that I should have brought home with me on
December 5th that box of material relating to the Carolinas Chapter that
Sarah Ieverette turned over to me. It contains her notes on the December
meeting. As you will recall, Sarah made notes on this meeting until the
election of officers. I believe those notes are in the black notebook
containing the minutes or all the meetings. Ir so, please mail the notebook to me and bring the box when you come on February 13th. If I wait
much longer to make a report to the American Association of Law Libraries,
I will not be able to remember what took place.
My reactions to the enlarging of the Carolinas Chapter to a
Southeastern one are mixed. 'While I think it would be fine to have a
large active group, affiliated with the American Association of Law
Libraries and the Southeastern section or the American Association or
Law Schools, I believe the suggestions and objections brought forth by
Frances Farmer and Forrest Drummond should be seriously considered.

I wonder if a Southeastern Chapter might not find itself with
a large potential membership but a small participation in its affairs.
Members might £eel that they could not afford to attend two library
meetings a year -- af:ford to spend the money .Ql': the time away from their
libraries. With a larger group the meetings will at tillles be farther
away from the individual libraries than before. For instance, Sarah
Leverette could hardly drive up to Charlottesville and back in one
day, if a meeting were held there.
If the group wishes to encourage more participation of
non-law-school libraries, and we assume it does, these libraries might
feel that an organization so closely allied to a Law School group would
have little to offer them. Even if that were not true in- the ~ginning,
the tendency toward it mmght gro~ .
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There are, no doubt, very good reasons why law school librarians
at least be represented at meetings of the Southeastern section
of the American Association of I.aw Schools, but whether or not a library
chapter of that size can be organized and will function efficiently is
something I seriously question.

~

However, who can tell whether or not it will work unless it has
been tried once? In other words, should we not invite all those concerned
to meet and discuss the idea? The proposal could be included in the
invitation in order that each individual will have an opportunity to
formulate his or her ideas on the subject beforehand. On the other hand,
perhaps the group should be canvassed as to the advisability of even having
such a meeting. If the idea is not popular, it would save your planning
for a large af'fair and having only a small attendance. Perhaps our
committee could discuss it further.
Dean 'Weathers and I are glad all of you can come over for lunch
at one o'clock on February 13th. Please come up to the Law School when
you arrive in Wake Forest, and please don't forget the box of papers.

Sincerely,

~

(Mrs.) Margaret v. Shoemaker
Secretary
Carolinas Chapter
American Association of Law Libraries

